
Techniques for
Ruby testing



Test::Unit

• Cycle:   set_up, test, tear_down

•



Naming Tests

• Conventions help you remember...

• We use ‘should’ to remind us that if a test 
fails we should ask the question “should the 
code still behave like this?



Tests as automatic 
specification

$ rake agiledox 
ReviewStatusTest
 review_status should:
  - supply constraint 
indicating whether 
review is published
$



Tests as specification 



Blocks to establish 
context



Make your tests faster

• Avoid Db Access, File IO, Big object graphs

• If you can...



Using Mocks over 
Fixtures



Stubbing built-in classes



More Stubbing & 
Mocking



Tests should change the 
way you code...



Conclusions

• Write lots of tests

• Decide on your own conventions

• Don’t be afraid to code in a way that makes 
it easy to test

• Spend time to make those tests run quickly

• Run the tests more often

• Use Ruby idioms to make tests quicker


